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5,  The Roumanian Marriage . . .
6,  Lord Acton : not yet personally known to the
Queen,                                                         f
7,  Condition of Lady Kimberley.
8,  Has Mrs. Gladstone still a nephew who is a
master at Eton ?
9,  Dean Wellesley . . .
10.  The Dean of Peterborough.
11.  Health of the Bp. of Rochester.
12.  Agricultural distress  (H.M. seemed half in-
clined to lay it upon ' large importations ').
13.  Commission thereupon (not desired).
" These are all or nearly all the topics of conversation
introduced at the audience to-night. From them may
be gathered in some degree the terms of confidence
between H.M. and her Prime Minister. Not perhaps
with perfect exactitude, as she instinctively avoids
points of possible difference. But then it seems that
such are now all points/'
Small wonder that his record of an audience in the next
year was : " A form as usual, indeed I fear a sham/'         m
There was to be another Home Rule Bill in 1893 ; and
the Queen, true to her principles, stoutly refused to let it
be described as a measure " for the better government of   1398
Ireland/' The indomitable old man introduced it " in a   1402
lengthened speech to a very considerable House " ; and
the royal diary noted some failure in his voice towards
the end of the second hour, though " Bertie was present,   m
and telegraphed that the speech was impressive/' But
she liked the Unionist speeches best and made no effort   m
to conceal her views from the Prime Minister, who
expressed "his thankfulness to Your Majesty for the   1404
very frank expression of Your Majesty's apprehensions
as to the tendencies of the Irish Government Bill/' Tory
ladies sent her accounts of  Ulster  demonstrations;   **